Al‘

liminating rac >
st o A

o~
ch ey

T SIBMATHEY

AZO
v
VIR

e \
b B §
e
-~
B

ﬂ’ ]
B @”;

1

‘ ¥/
photos by Rafael Barker

Congrats to the West Side Middle School Principal List!

West Side Middle School honor roll lists at westsidetogether.org/wsm
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Black By God launches ‘Project Spotlight West’ series
by Amanda Barber | originally published in Black By God

YOUTH SUMMER PROGRAMS

ALL SUMMER / ALL DAY

\ ] R - _ o WYV Dreamers Afterschool by Step by Step 304.414.4452  stepbystepwv.org
| grew up on Watts Hill on Charleston’s Many local organizations work diligently to West Side and its residents and leaders of Deadli grades K-12 | M-F 10-5pm or 2-6pm | FREE
West Side, a community home to one of the provide residents access to free substance change. | want to bring the neighborhood eadlines YMCAS Dav C 304.340.3527 fic
highest percentages of Black residentsina abuse treatment, mental health care, and beyond some people’s perception that approaching... ummer Day Lamp DT ymcaotkv.org
concentrated areain West Virginia. COVID-19tests and vaccines. West Side itis one of Charleston’s most dangerous Sign up for ages 512 | M-F 7am-6pm | $155/wk (scholarships available)
€ e e nol e RS el | histones leaders give back to the youth by planning locations. summer Girl Zone Day Camp 304.345.7722 bdgsc.org
in West Virginia, the West Side is not the block parties, basketball.tour.naments, Another goal of the project is to record oral pl;g%;ar;ns grades K-5 | M-F 7am-5pm | pricing TBA
stereotypical neighborhood that many EhuLCP evints,lijomr?unlth/Q|nneO§cﬁn(1 | histories from West Side residents, business y: Salvation Army Boys & Girls Club  304.342.8831 facebook.com/CACCBGC
out-of-state residents picture. Itisa diverse ofgca;1iC;;c(i:or?soproo\/ri]jei?:rr‘ucrig/lesz;rviceirIil?eca owners, community leaders and historians. grades 1-12 | 8am-6pm | $35/wk (financial assistance available)
and grpan community thatis bustiing and food pantries, educational assistance, and By do!ng th'.s' ! hope.to provide deep ?nd Bob Burdette Center Summer Program 304.342.1158  boburdettecenter.org
flourishing. | T i meaningful information about people’s T P [
; . guirgeAe el e daily lives and their past experiences. 9 VP
And just while much of the country The West Sidl e I PAAC 304.768.7688 2
makes false assumptions about our state’s e community is really “Project Spotlight West” will include ‘ ‘ paacs.org
neighborhoods, some Charleston area ]usgthat: GSO#M UNI .’..Ythatl:ru’y articles, images, videos, and audio. In TBA
residents have done the same to the West u';' emf;’,?t skt e me.,?nmg,,of the addition, we willamplify each story on SHORT TERM CAMPS & PROGRAMS
Side. While growing up, I noticed that many P ; s, tturesand age.. _ oursocial media. Kanawha County All Age 4-H Summer Camp  304.720.9573 extension.wvu.edu
pecle g e TPl WSl Con amuting e aadmore Pt ol et tisaal IR ks
PR and Othef stories atBIackByGod 0"9 WV Summer Arts Camp at Capitol HS  304.389.4189 wvsummerartcamp.com

“Ibad part of Charleston.”

Like many other communities, the West Side
has faced hardships, but its residents and
community leaders are some of the most
hard-working, resilientand caring people |
have ever known. Thanks to these residents
who consistently strive to uplift others,

the unfair negative narrative about their
community continues to evolve.

grades Pre K-12 | 7/10- 7/21 | pricing TBA (scholarships available)

Full list of youth summer programs for West Siders at westsidetogether.org/summer

Some of the many “Gas Crisis Heroes” recognized by
Charleston City Council in December 2023

photos by Rafdel Barkér

Elk City Bistro
207 Washington St W
Tue, Thu, Fri | 11lam-3pm

Sat | 9am-1lpm
/focally owned gourmet casual
ining with.a' new menu every week!

PHAT DADDY'S

El City Bistro

Where the menu explores.

STEP BY STEP

TnTRODUCE

2023 Winter: Martec Washlngton & Shayla Leftrldge

On November 10, 2023, an American Water Company high-pressure water main break infiltrated the
gas distribution system of the West Side flats. For several weeks, gas was shut off as Mountaineer Gas
Company removed water from 46 miles of natural gas lines. A state of emergency was declared. Over
1,000 families were left without heat, hot water, or working stoves. Many families” appliances suffered
water damage, requiring service or replacement resulting in cold nights even after gas service was
restored. Some residents continue to face challenges that stemmed from the gas outage crisis.

Last winter, Shayla Leftridge and Martec Washington were honored with Westside Together’s
seasonal Best of the West Award for their compassionate and swift actions during the crisis. As
community workers and West Side residents, they played pivotal roles in disseminating crucial
information about the outages through social media and brought direct relief to their neighbors.

Martec worked with volunteers to collect donations and distribute space heaters, water, food, and

Mown- F‘(\ w A SH ( LOTH E S supplies throughout the neighborhood. He reached out to the Governor, state, and local officials,
baW\ _'),?w\ CE §T advocating for a state of emergency declaration and voicing the community’s needs. After driving
- G E T suUPPo ?T ' home from work in Parkersburg every day, Martec assisted with WV Health Right's initiatives as well.
g+ e ? %\' Ste ? EA T = Shayla dedicated herself to personally feeding her neighbors with volunteer Chef Keaton Contini.
‘ SsHoWE v Serving as WV Health Right’'s West Side Site Coordinator, she orchestrated daily dinner services at
Z4 0 {ﬂ-g_ v 3 SELF-C Al? ' A q the CommUNITY Center at Five Corners. They averaged 350 people a night, hosting meals and relief
PE <AF E / every evening until gas was restored with the help of the National Guard, City Councilors, Partnership
J A spnl “ ﬁ 20 24 of African American Churches, the McGee Foundation, and countless other donors and volunteers.
MOVNTBINCARENETWORK.COM
304-513-3900



hat's h ing?
" what's happening?
Free Food Pantry ‘% 3

3rd Saturdays | 12pm " me . )

MAR 16 | APR 20 | MAY 18

John 6 Community Food Center

@ 523 Central Ave

Monthly Senior Luncheons
with Salvation Army

MAR 19 | APR 23 | MAY 21
12pm @ 301 Mary St
forages 55+ | meal | games | crafts

Bl T esEse 4 ‘ : Race to End Racism by YWCA
*MAKER'S CENTER % =l . b Cultural Celebration & Packet Pickup
> 3 ; e Thu, Apr 25 | 4pm @ YWCA Center for Racial Equality
, . 5KRun/1miWalk

check The Maker’s anter f i Sat, Apr 27 | 9am @ Kanawha Blvd W, Magic Island Park
Facebook for upcoming

crafts classes & events!
Ask for a TOUR! 681-265-3745

§7 North Charleston
Health Right.. 511 Central Ave Community Center

CommUNITY Wellness Center 2009 7th Ave | 904-348-6884

)| DANCE CLASSES Mon-Fri 8am-9
81 Tue 4:30pm - Modern Dance (ages 6-10) WEEKLY ACTIVITIES iy ST ahm
™ Tue 5:00pm - Ballet (ages 3-5) Pickle Ball - Tue,Thu,Fri 9am-12pm
Tue 5:30pm - Ballet (ages 6-10) Table Tennis & Pickle Ball - Mon 5:30pm-8:45pm
Tue 6:00pm - Tec Style Hip Hop Fitness Men’s Open Runs Basketball - Mon,Wed 12:00pm-2:30pm
Soul Step - Thu 6pm-7pm
‘ ?OOKING CL_ASSES . . Kids In Motion Fitness Class - Wed 6:30pm-7:30pm
st Mondays 5:00pm - Sizzle Sprouts (Kids) Socializing Th h Plav - 3rd Wednesdavs 10:30am-1
| Wed 1pm & 5pm - CHOP it Like it’s Hot oclafizing through Fay - 2rd Yvednesdays [U:5Uam-ipm

Thu 1pm & 5pm - Stealthy Healthy Bingo Night - 4th Fridays 4:30-6:30pm Q —

WESTS' DE share your memories with F Westsidecwv

O. Whatsup@west5|detogether.org

* TOGETHER create
west virginia

What’'s Up West Side is produced by
oorg Create WV & Westside Together community partners




